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HOW DO WE STAND — MID-1958 


Visitors recently returned from Moscow report that the Soviet Union is "like a country at 
war." Everywhere people are working with the excited determination you find in most countries 
only in wartime. Never are the people allowed to forget their big immediate objective, for it is 
posted in signs on highways, in towns, cities, and villages — "OVERTAKE AMERICA." Soviet 
Premier and Party Boss Nikita Khrushchev is spurring his 200-plus millions of subjects in a de- 
termined competition to surpass the United States in industrial production, science, technology, 
education, and even sports. 


This competitive drive is not to win a big gold trophy. It is competition to win complete 
dominion over the world. Communists are pushing ahead in every key geographic area of the 
world, cutting down the strength and influence of the United States and building up closer ties be- 
tween these areas and the Soviet Union. A spurt in industrial production at home is being teamed 
up with politics, propaganda and economics abroad to speed total Communist victory. 


How do we stand at this mid-point of 1958? Are our defenses strong or are they giving way 
before the many-pronged onslaught of Communist attack forces? Here is the rundown as it has 
been gathered from an analysis of information of Communist and neutral sources: 


The Soviet Union — This is a nation at war today. The people are being spurred on to over- 
take and surpass America in every possible field. Propagandists, agitators, merchants and diplomats 
are carrying this story abroad. They want to persuade the masses of Asia, Africa, Middle East, 
Latin America and Europe to line up against the United States and with the Soviet Union. The 
competition drive is making headway both at home and abroad. Take Latin America, for example. 


Latin America — In the backwash of Vice President Richard Nixon's tour, both United States 
and Latin American governments are becoming more aware of Communist influence south of the 
border. Nonetheless, Communist influence continues to expand. At a recent meeting of Commu- 
nist Parties of Argentina and Bolivia, the stress was on: 1) agitation against "U. S$. colonialism" 
in Latin America, and 2) forming united political fronts to build “unity" of the working people 
under Communist leadership and to gain political power in upcoming elections. Anti-Communists 
in Brazil right now are trying to devise means to prevent Communists from infiltrating the Brazilian 
Congress. Meanwhile, it is reported that top Brazilian Red Luiz Carlos Prestes is ready to sell the 
votes of 50,000 Communists in Sao Paulo for 40,000,000 cruzeiros. (Radio Tupi, Sao Paulo, 

June 6, 1958.) 

Communists are gaining an economic foothold in many Latin countries. A Soviet ship re- 
cently was repaired in Chile. At the same time Soviet newspapermen visited the country's univer- 
sities and copper mines. Brazil is reported to have accepted a trade of coffee for Soviet oil —a 
blow to other oil-exporting countries in Latin America. And, most ominous, the Soviet newswire 
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service, bk reports "the movement for nationalization of the Panama Canal Zone is spreading." 
Panama, which recently experienced an anti-American demonstration of some 3,000 secondary 
school students, is an area to watch. 






Middle East — Two anti-American movements are underway in this vital area. President 
Nasser of Egypt is waging a struggle to unite the Arab world against "imperialism," meaning the I 
United States. This has broadened into support for rebels trying to overthrow the government in | 
pro-West Lebanon, while propagandists from Syria attack U.S. Secretary of State John Foster 
Dulles as "a Nazi and a fascist." Nasser is being backed to the hilt by Communist Party Boss 
Nikita Khrushchev, who toasted Nasser May 15 in Moscow with, “Long live Arab-Soviet friend- 
ship." The Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia claim to be bolstering Egypt with equipment and 
advisers. 

In a larger move, the Communists are seeking to drive the United States and other Western 
Countries out of the Mid-east oil fields. Soviet Russia, June 1958, warns: "The struggle for Near 
East oil is assuming a more violent form. . . the national liberation movement is rolling toward the 
oil derricks of the Rockefellers and Morgans." 


Cyprus — This ancient island is torn by national feuds, supported by President Nasser of 

Egypt = by the Communists in Moscow. A strange twist illuminates Communist thinking in the 

entire Middle East. Communists are urging Greece and Turkey to unify their forces in a "joint 

war of independence" to drive the British out of Cyprus. This spat between Greece and Turkey 

over Cyprus already is weakening NATO alliances on the Soviet Union's southern flank. 
How does the Communist "peace policy" jibe with such warmongering? It was one of | 

Lenin's firmest convictions that Communists should foment bloody civil wars in order to achieve 

peace. "Peace," in the Communist dictionary, means the absence of anything on earth except 

Communist rule. It is no surprise that they will urge bloodshed in the struggle for this kind of ) 

"Seace." 


Africa and Asia — These are two separate areas in Communist strategy. In Africa, Egypt 
is being held up as the model to follow. It is a country which has successfully driven out Western 
influence and now enjoys the warmest affection of the entire Communist Empire. Asia has been 
turned over to Red China as its playground. In that area, the Red Chinese are attacking the 
Japanese Government as "reactionary"; they are re-asserting their right to rule Formosa; they are 
bolstering their friends in Indonesia in every way they can. 

While these are two separate strategic areas, Communists often treat them as one huge area 
where problems are very similar from a revolutionist's point of view. For example, Communists 
plan to hold a conference of Asian and African writers in Tashkent, a city in the Soviet Union, 
from October 1 to 5, 1958. This is an open bid for the favor of Asian and African writers who 
"dream of establishing a new world in which the peoples will be free of domination and tyranny." 
Stated purpose is to “bring about coordination among the peoples of Africa and Asia." Writers, 
who write the news and articles upon which peoples make their decisions, are key people in the 
Communists' revolutionary strategy . 


Europe — Since the days of Joseph Stalin, the Communist strategy in Western Europe has 
been to move ahead cautiously. Communists have feared the power Western Europe and America 
have always had to upset Communist plans if they are too violently agitated. This is still the 
case. Though France has been in the midst of a revolution, Communists have kept relatively 
quiet. Moscow (May 23) has charged that Premier de Gaulle does not represent the popular will 
in France. But instead of throwing up a violent opposition, they are quietly telling non-Communist 
Frenchmen that in these days of trouble French patriots need the help and guidance of Communists. 

French Communist leader Jaques Duclos in an interview in Pravda (June 10) pointed out that 
"The Communists. . . have played a primary role in rallying the forces of the people against 
fascism... The prestige of the French Communist Party has grown in this struggle." Moreover, he 
noted that French men and women of various parties were joining in a common united struggle. 

This united front struggle is the aim of Communist Parties throughout the free world today. 
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Germany — While a key nation in Europe, Germany deserves special mention because of 
its special problem —reunification. Communists are working on this issue with everything they 
have. For years Communists have made no secret that they want a neutral Germany if they can- 
not get a Communist Germany. Proposals now being made are for an All-German Council of 
representatives from West and East Germany. Basis for the confederation would be a neutralized 
Germany and withdrawal of U.S. troops. Premier Grotwohl of East Germany rejects absolutely 
the Western proposal for free elections. On June 9 he told his fellow East Germans: “We must 
not allow ourselves to be deceived about the background and true intentions of the propagators of 
so-called free elections, with the help of which the GDR [Communist East Germany] is meant to 
be violated." In simple words, he fears that in free elections the people would throw him and 
the other Reds out. Confederation, on the other hand, would pull West Germany out of the NATO 
alliance and open the door to full scale Communist infiltration of the German government. 


Hungary and other satellites — The recent execution of Imre Nagy, Hungarian Premier dur- 
ing the early Poe of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution, shows Communist inability to rule satellites 
without the use of terror. Party Boss Khrushchev's relatively "soft" policy toward Yugoslavia and 
the satellites ushered in the Hungarian Revolution, Poland's move toward independence, and even 
some demands for a two-party system within the Soviet Union. Red China's Mao Tse-tung also 
found that many of his subjects oppose Communist rule when he partly eased state controls. Moscow's 
and Peking's answer to these developments has been the execution of Imre Nagy and other Hun- 
garian Revolt leaders and a step up in the use of outright terror to keep Red China and such restive 
satellites as Poland, Hungary, Czechoslovakia and East Germany in check. 

Khrushchev is an unscrupulous but adroit politician. He knows his first job is to stay in power 
and to maintain Communist rule over the peoples now in the Red Empire. If that rule is once 
breached, the flood of rebellion that could follow might drown the rulers of the Kremlin itself. 

To forestall any attempted breach, Khrushchev therefore calmy resorts to judicial murder and then 
tells the world what he has done. He can afford to take the loss in world goodwill because, under- 
standing the moral flabbiness of the free world, he knows it will be only temporary and that his 
superior propaganda apparatus will soon be able to rebuild lost Communist prestige in key areas, 

as it has done many times before. 

What the unjust slaying of Nagy really discloses is that tensions inside the Communist Em- 
pire are greater than most Americans realize —so great that Khrushchev must openly flout world 
opinion in his efforts to strike terror into the hearts of potential revolutionaries. In all subjugated 
countries, including the "internal satellites" such as the Ukraine, and in the Soviet Union itself, 
there are men and women who desperately want freedom from Russian Communist tyranny. They 
try to grasp more freedom every chance they get. Most important, they are looking to us for help 


in achieving their goal. This is a weapon we can use against the Russian Communist imperialists if 
we have the moral courage. 


Sweden — Communists are moving ahead in Sweden, the locale of the periodic World Peace 
Conferences. Right now they are using an issue over the payment of pensions to whip up unified 


opposition to both the Conservative and Liberal Parties. This renewed Communist activity in 
Swedish politics is ominous. 


The United States — The Communist approach to the U. S. is to talk peaceful competition, 
trade, relaxation of world tensions. Top Communists know their aggresive plans in Asia, Africa, 
and Latin America will succeed much faster if U.S. opposition remains weak and uncertain. As 
Dimitri Manuilski told students of the Lenin School of Political Warfare in 1931: "The bourgeoisie 
will have to be put to sleep. So we shall. . . launch the most spectacular peace movement on 
record. . . The Capitalistic countries. ..will leap to be friends. As soon as their guard is down, 
we shall smash them with our clenched fists." While “putting us to sleep" with songs of peace, 
U.S. Reds are quietly building up a united front with some socialists, stepping up classes and 
propaganda on Marxism, generally getting ready for the day when Communists are strong enough 
to smash us "with. . . clenched fists." 

Anywhere you look in the world, the United States is retreating before the Communist ad- 
vance. However, there are bright spots, hopeful signs. In each area are countries fiercely proud 
of freedom and glad to have what support the U.S. gives them. Both the Soviet Union and Red 
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China are developing internal contradictions which can weaken or alter their advance, if we ex- 
ploit them. And the heresy of "revisionism" is upsetting Communist leaders, making East European 
countries and some neutral, socialist countries less happy with Soviet policies. 


Visitors returning from Moscow to Washington notice a dangerous difference between the 
two cities in mid-1958. One —the capital of expanding Communism —is like the capital of a 
country at war. The other —unofficial headquarters of the free world —is still at peacetime busi- 
ness as usual. Any casual observer from Mars could quickly tell you who is most likely to win 
the competition. We have a big stake in who wins, for the winner will decide whether Red tyranny 
or democratic freedom will guide the world our children live in. 


NEW FACTOR IN NEW YORK POLITICS 


Efforts are now being made to set up a new political party for the indicated purpose of seiz- 
ing the political balance of power in New York State. Both Republicans and Democrats are watch- 
ing the revival of the so-called "independent socialist" party. For one thing, several of the listed 
sponsors have been identified as Communists in the past. For another, the party plans make it 
sound much like the now defunct American Labor Party which polled as many as 220,000 votes one 
year. 


In a last minute move, New York State Communist Chairman Ben Davis walked out of a con- 
ference set up to select candidates for the new “independent socialist" party. He claimed the 
others at the conference were putting up candidates for too many offices. However, Charles 
Hendley, Secretary-Treasurer of The Worker, on June 15 approved the tentative program of the 
new party — thus indicating that Communists intend to stay in. 


Both major parties recognize the danger of a left-wing political power grab of this size in 
a key state where many elections are won or lost by as few as 10,000 or so votes. Ina close 
political race one or the other party might be tempted to make concessions to win over the "in- 
dependent socialist" vote. The "Call" for formation of the new party — published in the June 2 
issues of The National Guardian and The Militant —hints strongly that the sponsors expect to hold 
the new party's vote-getting ability as a club over the established major parties. This appears to 
be the immediate aim. 


The long range aim is a “united socialist campaign" to draw on the support of "unaffiliated 
socialists" and those "who are fed up with both the Republicans and Democrats." This campaign 
would unify "labor and minority people" in “opposition to the capitalist system and its political 
parties." 


New Party Aims 


Much might be said about the "independent socialist" label the sponsors have tacked onto 
the proposed new party. Much more needs to be said about the political objectives it indicates. 
The Militant says the new party would organize opposition to "the cold war, . . .nuclear tests... 
the witch hunt... and... the.. .recession." 


The call for formation of this party hints at a much closer alignment with Moscow's “socialist 
camp" than might be deduced from a similarity in political objectives. 


The sponsors of the proposed new party refer to "a world in which a billion people are en- 
gaged in building a socialist order as an alternative to capitalist anarchy" and claim: "The people 
of our country are beginning to search for pathways to a better future." 


In the sponsors' view, formation of such a party in New York will lead other states to set up 
similar efforts in this year's elections. One thing this experiment will demonstrate is how many 


Americans have been persuaded that their future lies with the doctrines of Karl Marx rather than 
with Washington's and Jefferson's principles of human freedom. 


One more thing can be said. The proposed new party in New York fits into the long-range 
Communist program of building an independent political party based upon labor support as a step- 
ping stone to the conquest of political power in the United States. Two attempts —the Progressive 
Party and the American Labor Party —have failed. The Communists obviously want to leave the 
door open to full membership on the guiding committee of this new party. If it succeeds at the 
polls this November, they will then be in a position to try to take over the party for their own uses. 


PROPAGANDA SUPREME 


Communists have scheduled a gigantic World Peace Council meeting in Stockholm for July 
16-22 to persuade world public opinion to support Soviet policies and oppose U.S. policies. At 
latest report some 2,200 delegates from all over the world are expected to attend. These are to 
include 100 delegates from Finland, 100 from Sweden, 70 from Japan, 100 from Arab countries 
and 70 from the USSR. 


Pravda (June 5) hailed the meeting as an opportunity for the peoples of the world, through 
their representatives, to discuss measures "for terminating the arms race, which absorbs enormous 
public funds, decreases the living standards of millions of people, and threatens the very existence 
of mankind." As a meeting of representatives of many countries, the Council meeting is put forth 
as a super forum for world peoples to make major decisions. The WPC itself declared: “World 
public opinion has undergone considerable changes, which make possible the unification of all 
people who are striving for peace." 


Program Aim — Swing World Opinion 


This meeting will be a super propaganda platform. Its aim: to swing more millions of people 
behind Soviet "peace" proposals and against United States efforts to protect the free world. Items 
high on the WPC agenda are: neutralizing Europe, liquidating U.S. military bases overseas and 
ending nuclear tests. A special feature will be a group of USSR economists to prove to the world 
how much better off everyone will be if the monies spent for armaments are spent for schools, rais- 
ing the living standards in underdeveloped countries, and international trade. 


Far from being a one-shot meeting which is soon forgotten, the Communists have worked up 
a big program of carnivals, conferences, and lectures to carry the story to the largest numbers of 
people. Special "peace weeks" already are being held prior to the WPC meeting later this month. 
Reports, meetings, and lectures are scheduled by returning delegates. 


The volume of propaganda from this meeting can be calculated to overwhelm any puny efforts 
of the West to present its peace program before the world. Coming before any scheduled summit 


meeting, the Communists can count on a large vocal support for the demands they will make at the 
summit meeting before it even begins. 


Through such devices as the World Peace Council, Communists are going straight to the 
peoples of every country in the world and campaigning for them to vote with the Soviet Union 
and against their own governments. As Pravda and the World Peace Council intimate, this is a 


start toward "unification of all people who are striving for peace." (Underlining added — Ed.) 


A few years ago many in the West scoffed at such propaganda maneuvers. Today, the 
whole world is beginning to recognize that what men think about an issue determines how they 
act concerning it. The Communists are doing a better job of presenting their views to the world 
audience today than we in the free world are. It is no surprise they are winning the votes of 
additional millions of the world's peoples every year. 
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Without a coherent, persuasive, salable program for achieving the kind of world peace 
we want, we are in a poor position to compete with them on the issue. 


THE COMMUNIST APPEAL TO WOMEN AND CHILDREN 


During the month of May thousands of picture postcards showing a Japanese girl who lost 
her parents in Hiroshima were distributed throughout Eruope. Each postcard bore a plea to end 
nuclear weapon tests. This was part of the Communists’ preparation for the meeting of the 

Women's International Democratic Federation which opened in Vienna on June 1. Stated aim 
of the meeting was "to create a peaceful future" for the children of the world. 
















On June 2, the second day of the meeting, delegates from 72 countries sent out a mes- 
sage saluting the children of the world, saying in part: “Our warmest wish is to see the children 
of our planet live in peace, grow up happy and learn to understand and love each other." 


We may tend to underestimate the force of such an appeal from Communist sources because 
it was not directed toward people in the United States. Its target areas were Asia, Africa, and 
Latin America, many of whom do not know the mechanisms of freedom or tyranny in the modern 

world. As might be expected, the conference was stacked against the bourgeoisie —against the 

property owners, against all those who believe in independence, individual freedom, and indi- 

vidual initiative. 


























WIDF Program Slanted Against U.S. 


Shanta Deb of India reported that women are deprived of the vote in eleven bourgeois 
countries. Margarita de Ponse of Argentina reported that more than half the population in 97 
countries is illiterate, and that education is at an extremely low level in colonial countries 
“which recently rid themselves of imperialist dependence." 


Nina Popova, a Soviet advisor to WIDF, spoke glowingly of conditions in the Soviet 
Union and urged more international confidence, peaceful coexistence, and friendships among 
peoples. The Soviet Union, she said, now takes part in 100 international agencies for these 
purposes. 


Eugenie Cotton, WIDF President, wound up with a plea for women of the world to force 
their governments to follow the lead of the Soviet Union in banning nuclear weapon tests. She 
declared: "It is necessary to demand that Britain and the United States immediately follow the 
Soviet Union." 


a. 


Let's not underestimate the force of such "propaganda" appeals. Women who tag the 
United States as evil — even if they do not know what they are doing —can be a tremendously 
powerful force against us at the summit meeting and in every other country of the world. 


DANGER SIGNALS AS WE APPROACH THE SUMMIT 


As Russia seeks a new top-level meeting, there has been no flat statement of what the 
United States expects to get out of summit talks, aside from a vague feeling that they might con- 
tribute to a lessening of tension in the world. The Communists, on the other hand, are approach- 
ing the summit talks with specific programs. Backed up by a world-wide propaganda apparatus, 
the Communists are already whipping up world public opinion in favor of their plans. Even if | 
they are blocked at the summit talks, Communists will gain in prestige. They will claim their | 


great "peace" proposals have been blocked by the imperialists in the United States who are pre- 
paring for a new war. 
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What do the Communists want? On May 25, Radio Moscow listed these aims: "dismantling 
the rocket bases, grounding the bombers, disengagement in Europe, and ending nuclear weapon 
tests." Communist propagandists throughout the world are persuading the world public right now 
that these are the only issues "on which agreement could lead to an easing of tensions." They 


are also issues on which agreement would weaken the ability of Western Europe to resist westward- 
pushing Communist pressures. 


More Red Specific Aims 


Even more important than these aims are Communist desires to gain Western guarantees of 
the status quo in Eastern Europe and agreements to expand world trade by shipping to the Com- 
munist bloc technical equipment needed to speed their efforts to "Overtake America." 


Communist leaders are pushing the United States and Great Britain behind the eight-ball 
long before the talks begin. Radio broadcasts, articles, public statements, and letters from 
Communist leaders are accusing the West of deliberately delaying talks designed to “ease world 
tensions" and to "strengthen peace among nations." 


As matters now stand, the Communists have identified themselves so closely with specific 
actions they say will lead to "peace" that any agreement on these actions will boost Soviet pres- 


tige even further. Failure to agree on any of them will further lower U.S. prestige throughout 
the world. 


The West is holding many top-level meetings, sending notes back and forth, and spending 
quite a bit of money preparing itself to be sandbagged again. And it will happen unless the West 
come up with specific actions we want the Communist to take, and are prepared to go all-out in 


selling these actions to the world public as desirable and necessary steps toward more stable 
peace. 


Are we so engrossed with climbing the mountain to the summit, we forget that at the 
summit stands those who would be hangmen for the free world? 


THE COMMUNISTS! ECONOMIC JIU JITSU 


American businessmen have suddenly become major targets for the smiles and blandishments 
of Communist diplomats, industrial managers, and trade experts, for although all capitalists are 
marked off for eventual liquidation, American industrialists right now have some things the Soviets 


need in their drive to "Overtake America." Those things are superior technical equipment and 
technical know-how. 


In one of the most amazing letters of this century, Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev pro- 
posed that the U.S. ship quantities of technical equipment to bolster the Soviet campaign to 
prove to the world how superior the Communist system is to the capitalist system. Khrushchev 
said he wanted to buy complete chemical factories, along with patents and the services of 
American specialists to train Soviet workers in how to produce needed goods. In addition 
Khrushchev suggested that Soviet scientists be placed in U.S. research establishments and vice- 
versa to speed the exchange of technical information. 


Besides this, Khrushchev said he would buy a whole range of "consumer goods" equipment 
such as refrigerating equipment, air conditioning installations, manufacturing equipment for 
making paper, wood products, textiles, leather, shoes and processed foods, television equip- 


ment, pumps, weighing machines and many other items for construction, manufacturing and 
transport. 





Reds Seek To Pay In Raw Material 


How would the Soviets pay for all this? Khrushchev offered to ship the U.S. raw mate- 
rials, ores, furs, and certain kinds of equipment. Recognizing that these shipments would not 
equal what they want to buy, Khrushchev suggested that the U.S. extend "long-term credits" 
to the Soviet Government. This is a fantastic proposal from a country whose credit rating in 
the U.S. is just about zero. The Communists have not yet paid us for the steel mills and other 
equipment we shipped the Communists during and after World War II. 


This entire package is offered by Khrushchev as an expression of the Soviet Union's desire 
for peace and as a move "for the benefit of both our countries and world peace." What they 
propose is actually a kind of economic jiu-jitsu —a technique of using American strength to up- 
set and defeat the United States, for behind Khrushchev's offer is a major campaign to build up 
the chemicals industry in the Soviet Union. Pravda on May 11 hailed "The Great New Task" of 
“developing the chemical industry" in order to "strengthen the country's economic power." The 
aim of this development is victory over the free world. 


Boosting Chemicals Output 


Right now the main Communist emphasis is upon building up the chemicals industry to produce 
synthetic materials —textiles, knitwear, footwear, household goods, building and finishing goods, 
parts for machines and instruments. Economic plans call for boosting output of these items in 1965 
four to eight times their output in 1957. This means building or reconstructing 257 chemical en- 
terprises in a seven-year period. 


That is why the Communists are now patting U.S. capitalists on the back and inviting them 
to fancy cocktail-buffet parties in Washington and New York. Khrushchev proudly claims: "The 
Soviet Union has every opportunity and all the required resources for success in fulfilling the pro- 
gram. However, to speed up its realization, the Soviet Union could agree to substantial purchases 
of appropriate equipment and materials from the United States." 


It is the very rate of development of industry the Red propagandists are claiming as roof of 
the superiority of — Communist system. Millions in Asia, Africa and Latin America, and man 
even in the United States are falling for this Tine. 


It was Lenin's promise that the capitalists would be utterly vanquished when the Socialists 
proved the Socialist system would provide greater industrial productivity. The U.S. helped in 
an identical plan in the 1930's to build up the Soviet steel industry and we helped rebuild it after 
World War ||. Communists are now giving us a chance to drive another nail into our own coffin 
by helping them to build up their "peaceful" chemicals industry. If we are stupid enough to do 
— the very serious question arises whether we are smart enough today to hold on to the freedoms 
we have. 
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